Findings from the Field
Volume 5

Article 22

2022

Conopholis americana
Kayleigh B
North Hampton School

Follow this and additional works at: https://findings.gmri.org/journal

Recommended Citation
B, Kayleigh (2022) "Conopholis americana," Findings from the Field: Vol. 5, Article 22.
Available at: https://findings.gmri.org/journal/vol5/iss1/22

This Nature Notes is brought to you for free and open access by Findings from the Field. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Findings from the Field by an authorized editor of Findings from the Field.

Conopholis americana
On a sunny 54° Friday afternoon at around 12:00 p.m, on October 29, 2021. I went for a hike at
Pawtuckaway state park. During this hike I came upon a weird looking plant that intrigued me.

I noticed that the plant was grooved and sprouted upward. Almost like a yellow pinecone, except
that they grew in the ground, not trees. I was curious why this plant grew in the ground and why I have
only ever seen this plant in Pawtuckaway state park. This made me wonder where this plant grows. This
also made me wonder how these plants multiply and grow, since there were so many together on the trail.
I found out the name of this plant is Conopholis americana, also known as the American
cancer-root. Conopholis americana is an edible species, this plant has yellowish to cream-colored flowers
emerging among lanceolate or ovate, pointed, yellow-tan scales on the upper part of a fleshy stalk.
The U.S department of Agriculture states that the “American cancer-root is a fully parasitic plant
that occurs only where it can grow attached to the roots of some species of oak.” Conopholis americana
grows on sites that are rich with deep soils and thick forest canopies where oak trees are present.
Since I learned that Conopholis americana grows on sites that are relatively rich with deep soils
and a thick forest canopy where at least some oak trees are present, this made me wonder when do they
grow? What seasons?
Well the stems of an American cancer-root usually emerge in the late spring. “This time can vary
quite a bit as this plant has a very wide geographic range from April in Florida to July in Maine and into

Canada” (USDA).
With all of this information I have gathered I still have one question left. What animals eat this
plant? To find out this information I could go out to a local trail to find an American cancer-root plant. I
could then observe the plant to see if there are any bugs or small critters on the plant.
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